
 

May 16, 2017 

 

The Honorable Ken Buck 
U.S. House of Representatives 
1130 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, D.C.  20515-0604 

 

Dear Congressman Buck:  

On behalf of our almost 200 members of the Colorado Society of Eye Physicians and Surgeons 
(CSEPS), I am writing to express the our concerns about the tremendous burden physicians face in 
juggling the requirements of multiple Medicare quality improvement programs, often at the 
expense of time spent on patient care.  Representative Phil Roe (R-TN) is circulating a letter to 
HHS Secretary Tom Price, MD, urging his department to provide physicians with immediate relief 
from the administrative burdens and significant financial penalties slated to be imposed on 
physicians in 2018 as part of the upcoming Medicare physician fee schedule. I urge you to 
consider signing the Roe regulatory relief letter.  

Although the Medicare Access and CHIP Reauthorization Act (MACRA) was enacted to ease both 
the administrative and financial burdens of existing quality improvement programs (the Physician 
Quality Reporting System, the EHR Meaningful Use program and the Value-based Modifier). 
However, our physicians remind us that much of the relief provided through MACRA will not 
come until 2019.  This means that ophthalmologists still face up to ten percent in penalties next 
year if they do not participate or are unsuccessful at meeting current program requirements. 

Colorado eye physicians and surgeons spend far too much time on administrative tasks, taking 
precious time away from their patients. Providing regulatory relief for physicians from the current 
Medicare quality improvement programs will enable physicians to deliver high quality care 
without onerous, unfair, and illogical regulations getting between them and the patients they serve. 

The next opportunity for immediate regulatory relief will be the upcoming Medicare physician fee 
schedule rule scheduled to be released this summer.  Please support these efforts by signing the 
Roe regulatory relief letter.  

Thank you for your consideration.  

Sincerely,  

 
 
Alan Kimura, MD, MPH 
President 

 


